fresnobee.com

http://www.fresnobee.com/2015/02/09/4371288/california-pledges-to-protect.html

California pledges to protect underground water from oil, gas
operations
ASSOCIATED PRESSFebruary 9, 2015

Pumpjacks operate at Kern River Oil Field on Jan. 16 in Bakersfield. California regulators authorized oil companies
more than 2,500 times to inject wastewater and other production-related fluids into federally protected aquifers
potentially suitable for drinking and watering crops in the nation’s agricultural center, state records show.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
California is proposing broad changes in the way it protects underground water sources from oil and gas operations,
after finding 2,500 instances in which the state authorized oil and gas operations in protected water aquifers.
State oil and gas regulators on Monday released a plan they sent the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency last
week for bringing the state back into compliance with federal safe-drinking water requirements.
An ongoing state and federal review has determined the state has repeatedly authorized oil-industry injection into
aquifers that were supposed to be protected as current or potential sources of water for drinking and watering crops
and livestock.
An Associated Press analysis found hundreds of the now-challenged state permits for oilfield injection into protected
aquifers have been granted since 2011, despite growing EPA warnings about oilfield threats to the state's
underground water reserves.

"It's a problem that needs our very close attention and an urgent path forward," Steve Bohlen, head of the state
Department of Conservation's oil and gas division, told reporters Monday.
Bohlen said 140 of those 2,553 injection wells were of primary concern to the state now, because they were actively
injecting oil-field fluids into aquifers with especially designated good water quality.
State water officials currently are reviewing those 140 oil-field wells to see which are near water wells and to assess
any contamination of water aquifers from the oil and gas operations, Bohlen said.
The U.S. EPA had given the state until Friday to detail how it would deal with current injection into protected water
aquifers and stop future permitting of risky injection.
The plan submitted by the state outlines plans and timelines for dealing with current risks. The proposal also
recommends regulatory changes for oversight of oil and gas operations and water aquifers.
An AP analysis of state records showed 46 percent of those 2,553 oil-field injection wells were approved or began
injection after 2011, despite the state's drought and what were then increasing federal warnings that California was
not doing enough to protect potential underground water sources from contamination by oil fields.
California regulators said they believe that the actual percentage is lower than state records show, but they added
they do not know how much lower.
California is the country's third-largest oil-producing state.
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